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From the Principal
This summer’s examination results have
already been the subject of extensive press
coverage.
However, one of the most
important functions of the College
newsletter is to celebrate students’
achievements. I hope the comments that
follow will reinforce the underlying
message of the information we provided
publicly: the achievement of every student
deserves recognition.

Congratulations to all of the students
involved in the above. We will, of course,
evaluate the examination results in depth
over the coming weeks. Confirmation of
the College’s performance is subject to the
outcome of any agreed subject or
individual appeals.

We have welcomed 272 pupils in the new
Year 7. Along with their fellow students in
KS3, they have embarked on our new ECM
GCSE results were excellent at all levels. (Every Child Matters) programme. Please
The average number of GCSE passes was 10 see the article at the bottom of the page.
per student. The proportion of students
gaining 5A* - C grades rose to 80.6%: an Finally, may I thank every parent who has
outstanding achievement for a fully ensured that their son or daughter has
comprehensive school. It was pleasing to started the new year looking smart. The
note also that every student who new style uniform is now in place
completed the year with us left with one throughout the College, with any problems
or more qualifications. Several factors being addressed by the student support
contributed to students’ success but the teams.
one I will pick out here (apart from
students’ own skills and determination) is This will, no doubt, be a very busy and
the constant support they received from demanding year. I hope that every student
finds enjoyment in learning and being part
their parents and staff.
of our Longsands Community.
We always hoped that Year 13 would follow
up their GCSE success two years ago with a
strong set of results at A Level. We were
not disappointed. The College’s pass rate Robert Whatmough
was 98.1% and the proportion of A–C grades Principal
was 71.8%. These are the best results
obtained at the College in recent times.
Many students will, of course, now go on to
continue their studies at university. They
include Sean McMahon, who is to take
Open Evening
Geology at Oxford.
Our annual Open Evening for parents considering
Longsands as the secondary school for their son/
daughter is on Tuesday 17 October.
Many
students from across the College will be
returning to assist and act as guides:
Timings of the day will be adjusted as follows:
1.00pm:
1-1.30pm:
1.30pm:
1.30-4.00pm:
5.45 pm:
8.30pm:

Former Year 13 celebrate their results. From L to R; Alan Hyunh,
Liam Reeves, Geoffrey Sparrow, Chris Tuczemski, Chris Richards,
Rhiannon Philp & David McGrath.

registration & formal end of school
lunch available
first buses depart
study facilities available
students volunteers return to
College.
end of Open Evening.
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Academic
Planning Day
Advance Notice
Building on the success of last
year’s Academic Planning
Day, we will be holding this
event again on Thursday 23
November. Some interviews
will also take place on
Tuesday 21 November.
Thursday 23 November will
be a non-teaching day for all
students. Students will have
an appointment with their
form tutor to discuss their
progress so far this year.
Students will reflect on
previous targets and set new
ones for the rest of the
Academic Year. Parents will
be invited to attend their
child’s interview. A letter
outlining more details of the
day will be sent out later this
month. This is a valuable
opportunity for students to
discuss their learning and to
set new goals. We look
forward to your support.

Every Child
Matters
All Key Stage 3 students will
be taking part in an
innovative new approach to
the delivery of Personal
Education and Citizenship.
There are 5 strands to the
programme. The tutors will
deliver a section entitled the
Longsands Graduate with an
overall title of Enjoy and
Achieve.
There are four
other main strands which will
be delivered by teams of staff
specialising in one key area.
These will cover issues to do
with health, personal safety,
economic understanding and
active citizenship.

The College’s Media-Department website is now live !

In brief…..

www.longsandsmedia.com

Tesco Vouchers

Shakespeare Festival

Tesco stores started up their sports
equipment voucher scheme on 10 September. Last
year, the PE department received badminton
rackets, shutlecocks, tennis balls and rugby rucking
equipment from this scheme. We would like to
repeat this successful collection, so if you shop at
Tesco, please say yes at the till when asked if you
are collecting sports vouchers for schools, and send
them in to the College Library, where the collection
box is located. If you want to find out more about
the scheme, and have online access, more
information can be found at www.tesco.com/sport
The College has been allocated two computers from
this year's Tesco vouchers for Schools collection,
which should arrive in College this half term. If you
have any old computer vouchers, they are still of
value if you can get them to me by September 20th.
After that date, I can no longer bank them to add to
next year's collection.

A wonderful opportunity for Year 9 students to act in a
Shakespeare play is being organised by the English
Department. Starting this term, preparations are
taking place for a cast and any other positions
students might be interested in helping out with. The
cast members will also have an excellent opportunity
to have an acting workshop provided by The National
Youth Theatre in the allocated theatre that the play
will be performed in. Yes, it isn’t going to be
performed at the school, but at a local theatre with a
paying audience! The venue has not been decided
yet, but it could be at Peterborough Key Theatre.
Performance dates are scheduled for between 5 and 9
February 2007. The performance will be a thirty
minute abridged version of Richard III (a current Year
9 exam text). This is a fantastic opportunity for all
drama enthusiasts. There is also lots of scope for
technicians, musicians and promotions executives!
Watch this space for further details.

Thanks for all your help.
Mr Hynes

Ms Riotto

Team Building at Mepal
On 7 September a group of Year 10 students went to the
Mepal Outdoor Centre. The students, along with Mr Bates and
Ms Holowenko, set off from Longsands at 8.30am. Instructors
Sean and Dave encouraged the students to build models of
rafts from empty cans, wooden rods and elastic bands. The
successful prototypes meant that the group had proved their
capability and then built life-sized craft at the lakeside.
The students chose to form competitive boy versus girl
teams. The girls’ raft was simple, taut and immediately successful. The boys’ was
massive and looked impressive. It was, however, not quite so successful. The next
activity was to try to float a ball out of a vertical tube with holes, using a bucket
of water. All activities served for students to develop their team building skills.
Congratulations to all the students who participated, they worked well as a team
and were a credit to the College.
Mr Bates

Healthier Eating
Following the recent introduction of the new standards
for school lunches, the catering company has launched a
‘meal deal’ which consists of the following:
•
•

a choice of main course, served with potatoes,
vegetables and bread;
plus a hot dessert.

The price for this Meal Deal is £1.80, which represents a
saving of 45p if the items are purchased separately.

The menus for the main meals, together with hot & cold
deli menus, are now available for students to view in
their tutor rooms, as well as on the College website.
Free drinking water is available at lunch time in the main
servery. Fresh drinking water is also available throughout
the day in the Ritchie Hall and New Hall. Reusable sports
bottles may be purchased from catering staff at a cost of
40p each, or students may use their own bottles.
Mrs Christie
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Autumn Term Fixture list 2006
Fixtures are subject to change. Please ensure your son/daughter keeps up-to-date with any
changes.
Fixtures will start at 4.30pm (approx) and finish at 5.30pm at the venue, return times will vary,
but will always be written on the team sheet.
Week

2

Date

Opponents

Age and Sport

Venue

Wed. 13th Sept.

Internal

Yrs 8,9,10,11Rugby

Longsands

Wed. 13th Sept.

Hinchingbrooke

Years 12/13 Rug-Boys Hockey-Girls

Hinchingbrooke

Thur. 14 Sept.

City of Ely

Year 8 Football-County Cup

Ely

Wed. 20th Sept.

HBr/Ivo/St. N. Girls

Years 7,8,9,11 Netball/Hockey

Hinchingbrooke

Wed. 20th Sept.

Wisbech G.S.

Years 12/13 D.Mail Nat. Cup Rugby

Longsands

Thur. 21 Sept.

Hinchingbrooke

Yrs 7,8,9,10,11 Rugby

Home/Away

Wed. 27th Sept.

th

3

st

St. Ivo/St. Peter’s/Saw Girls

Yrs 7,8,9,11 Netball/Hockey

St. Ivo

th

St. Ivo

Yrs 7,8,9,10,11

Home/Away

th

St. Peters

Yrs 7,8,9,10,11 Girls-Football

St. Peters

rd

Tues 3 Oct.

The Leys

Year 10 Rugby

Cambridge

Wed. 4th Oct.

HBr/St. Peter’s/Saw Girls

Yrs 7,8,9,11 Netball/Hockey Girls

Hinchingbrooke

Sawtry

Yrs 7,8,9,10,11 Rugby

Home/Away

District Girls

Yrs 7/8 Netball/Hockey

Hinchingbrooke

Oct.

Hills Road

Years 12/13 Rugby

Cambridge

Thur. 12th Oct.

St. Peter’s

Yrs 7,8,9,10,11 Rugby

Home/Away

Mon. 16 Oct.

Abbey College

Yrs 7,8,9,10,11 Rugby

Home Away

Wed. 18th Oct.

District Girls

Yrs 9/11 Netball/Hockey

Hinchingbrooke

Wed. 18th Oct.

Inter Form

Yrs 9/10 Boys-Rugby Girls-Hockey

Longsands

Thur. 19th Oct.

Inter Form

Yrs 7/8 Boys-Rugby Girls-Hockey

Longsands

Sat. 4th Nov.

District

Year 9-Rugby

Hinchingbrooke

Wed. 8th Nov.

District

Year 10-Rugby

Longsands

Sat. 11 Nov.

District

Year 8-Rugby

Hinchingbrooke

Wed. 15th Nov.

District

Year 10-Netball Girls

St. Ivo

Thur. 16th Nov.

District

Year 11-Rugby

Longsands

Sat. 18th Nov.

District

Year 7-Rugby

Hinchingbrooke

Wed. 29th Nov.

District

Years 10/11-Basketball-Boys

St. Ivo

Wed. 29th Nov.

District

Year 10-Netball

St. Ivo

Fri. 1st Dec.

Inter Form/Trial

Years 7,8,9,10,11-Cross Country

Longsands

13

Wed. 6th Dec.

District Championships

Years 7,8,9,10,11-Cross Country

Hinchingbrooke

14

Wed. 13th Dec.

District

Year 9-Basketball-Boys

St. Ivo

4

Thur 28 Sept.
Thur. 28 Sept.

5

th

Thur. 5 Oct.
th

Wed. 11 Oct.
6

Wed. 11

th

th

7

8
9

10

12

th
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Computer Club for Girls is especially for students in Years 7,8 and
9. It is held every Wednesday
3.15pm—4.15pm in B10. There
are fun and appealingactivities to
do from the CC4G website, with
topics such as fashion, celebrities,
music and animals. Improve your
ICT skills without even noticing!
Every new member receives a
goodie bag including folder, stickers and a bag. Places are limited,
so sign up in the finance office as
soon as possible. CC4G is completely free!
Mr Doyle

Ipods,
MP3 Players etc
The recent growth in the popularity of ipods, MP3 players and
similar devices makes it necessary
to restate the following:
The College discourages students
from bringing all expensive personal possessions to school. Such
items are not covered by our insurance. Responsibility for them
rests solely with the owner.
In lessons, students should be
seeking to concentrate fully on the
task of learning in hand.
Given that students should not
have players in College in the first
place, it is unreasonable to expect
teachers and other staff to give
time to dealing with the loss or
alleged theft of personal equipment. We are fortunate that actual
theft is very rare but, given the
variety of contact within the College including changing rooms,
there is a measure of avoidable
risk.
Notes for Students

Your personal possessions are
your responsibility.

.

Duke of Edinburgh Award students are to do a sponsored walk in Hinchingbrooke Park on
Sunday 24 September to raise money in support of the 50th anniversary of the award scheme.
The Longsands Newsletter is published seven times a year i.e. in September and immediately before each
half-term or holiday break. It is compiled and written by students of the College.
The Longsands Newsletter is released half-termly.
Produced/Compiled by: Longsands News Group

The primary concern of teachers
is on your learning and safety.
Therefore, you are liable to disciplinary action if you:
•
play music in lessons;
•
play music while you are
‘on the move’ round the
College.
As with mobile phones, a good
guide is: not in the building and
preferably not at all.

